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The community, though illiterate, is courageous. They have simply
no fear of death. They always set out for lighting with a pledge
not to return defeated. That is why it is generally said that the
Moplahs think nothing of assaulting or killing anyone, Mr. Yakub
Hussain was stopped and later imprisoned because it was feared
that they would break out into violence. It is not clear as yet
what led to their present outburst. They are reported to have
taken the lives of six officers, four Indian and two British. It is
believed that some others also may have been killed. Five hundred
Moplahs are believed to have been killed. It is also reported that
they have resorted to arson and looting* Calicut and some areas
to its north are under martial law at present.
Thus, for the time being progress has been arrested in Malabar
and the Government has had its way. It is well versed in the art
of suppressing such revolts. Many innocent men must have been,
and more will be, killed. Who will come forward to blame the
Government? And even if anyone does, what is the chance of the
Government paying attention to him?
That is a Government which prevents or stops violence*
Malabar has demonstrated that we non-co-operators have not
yet gained full control. A Government to be worthy of Us name
should be able to get the people under control* There Js only one
way in which we can gain such control, and that is through non-
violence.
Even if we wish to attain our goal through violence and blood*
shed, we should have the strength to carry out our intention.
It is needless to consider what we should do in order to acquire
such strength, because victory through such means is beyond our
wits and capacity to plan*
It is evident, however, that we have departed from the path
of peace. We cannot follow both methods at the same time, of
peace on one side and violence on the other. If we do, we shall
gain success through neither*
It is clear that we have not been able to make our influence
felt by the Moplahs. A change of heart has not been brought
about in them to such an extent that they will never resort to
violence. Their violence is likely to alarm us, it impedes our
progress-
Those at any rate who believe that we can win only through
non-violence should realize that we shall have to redouble our
efforts to preserve peace. We should always remember that we
must not, even inwardly, approve of violence*